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EMPLOYMENT AND EARNINGS CHARACTERISTICS 
OF FAMILIES: THIRD QUARTER 1990 


ili ite or 
WASHINGTON--Black families were less likely than whi 
Hispanic families to have a member employed full time -- 67 
percent, compared with close to 80 percent for the latter two 
groups, according to the Bureau ef Labor Statistics. 


i i than for 
Median earnings of black families ($454) were lower 
Hispanic families ($509) or for white families ($690). These 
differences are explained both by the higher earnings of white 
workers and by the smaller proportion of multi-earner families 
among blacks and Hispanics. 


Overall, the number of families with a jobless member rose 
slightly in the third quarter of 1990. At 5.0 million, the 
number of these families was 220,000 higher than a year earlier. 


-- The median weekly earnings of families with one or more 
wage and salary workers advanced to $659 a week, up 4.1 percent 
from the third quarter of 1989. This increase was less than the 
5.5-percent increase in the Consumer Price Index for all Urban 
Consumers. Other third-quarter 1990 highlights were: 


---Families with at least one member employed increased in 
the third quarter to about 54.8 million, 270,000 more than a year 


ago. About 90 percent of these families had at least one person 
working full time. 


---Married-couple families with both spouses employed (but 
no other working family member) continued to increase, rising 
290,000 over the year to 20.3 million. This group comprised 
about two-fifths of all married-couple families. The number of 
families in which the husband was the only worker declined by 
260,000 and accounted for only 22 percent of all married 
couples. (See table 2.) 


~--Where there was a jobless family member, married-couple 
families were much more likely to have another member employed 
than were other family groups. In the third quarter, 83 percent 
of married-couple families affected by unemployment had an 
employed member, compared with only 48 percent of similarly 
affected families maintained by women. (See tables A 
and 3.) 
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---Nearly 11 million families had no member in the labor 
force. Three-fifths of these families were composed of persons 
of retirement age. (See tables A and 1.) 


---Median weekly earnings of married-couple families with 
wage and salary workers rose 4.5 percent over the year to $742; 
nearly two-thirds of these families had two or more earners, and 
the median family earnings of the latter group were $894 a week. 
Median earnings of families maintained by women ($371) were half 
those of married-couple families. (See table 6.) 


-more~- 
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Table 1. Families by employment status of members, race, and Hispanic origin, quarterly averages, not seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers in thousands) 


With no members in the labor force 
With at least one member in the labor force 


NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hispanic-origin groups will not presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and black 
sum to totals because data for the “other races” group are not 


Population groups. 
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Table 5. Employment status of persons in families by family relationship, race, and Hispanic origin, quarterly averages not 
seasonally adjusted 


(NUMbers In thousands) 
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presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and biack 
population groups. 
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fable 6. Families with wage and salary earners by race, Hispanic origin, type oi family, and median usual weekly wage and 
salary earnings, quarterty averages, not seasonally adjusted 


(Numbers in thousands) 
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TOTAL 


S3E8s2 888 


8 $8888 


8533 
~~ = 


$3888 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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on 990 


The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
rose 0.8 percent before seasonal adjustment in September to a 
level of 132.7 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of 
the U.S. Department of Labor has reported. For the 12-month 
period ended in September, the CPI-U increased 6.2 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) increased 0.9 percent in September prior to 
seasonal adjustment. The September 1990 CPI-W level of 131.1 was 
6.1 percent higher than the index in September 1989. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.8 percent 
in September, the same as in the preceding month. A further 
sharp increase in petroleum-based energy prices accounted for 
more than one-half of the rise in the September CPI-U. The index 
for gasoline rose 9.5 percent and fuel oil prices increased 15.9 
percent. Excluding energy, the CPI-U rose 0.4 percent in 
September, the same as in August. Shelter costs moderated 
substantially in September, while apparel prices rose more 
rapidly than in August. Food prices rose 0.2 percent in 
September, about the same as in August. 


CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage 
Earners and Clerical Workers rose 0.8 percent in September. 


### 
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Mothers are returning to work sooner after giving birth than 
ever before, according to the U.S. Labor Department's Women's 
Bureau. As recently as 1983, 44 percent of mothers with children 
one year old or younger participated in the labor force. By 
March 1988, 50.8 percent of mothers with children up to one year 
in age were working. 


Nearly two out of every three mothers with children under 18 
were in the labor force in March 1988, according to the U.S. 
Labor Department's Women's Bureau. In 1977, less than half of 
all children under age 18 had mothers who were working or looking 
for jobs. A decade later, six out of 10 children under age 18 
had working mothers. 


Regardless of marital status, mothers are very active in the 
labor force, according to the U.S. Labor Department's Women's 
Bureau. Over half of all mothers are employed, with 73 percent 
working at full time employment. 


# # # 


In 1987, married couple families with two children had a 
median income: of $36,807, while female headed households with two 
children had a median income of only $11,257, according to the 
U.S. Labor Department's Women's Bureau. 


# # # 








